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CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH SYSTEM RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.08 pm]: I rise to update the house on the McGowan 
government’s efforts to ready the health system in the face of the current COVID-19 pandemic. Our approach 
to COVID-19 is to test, trace and isolate. The McGowan government is committed to minimising the impact of 
COVID-19 on the WA community, and although our efforts to date have been focused on containing the virus, we 
must prepare for the prospect of more cases becoming seriously ill. In preparedness, we are boosting the health system 
capacity for COVID-19 critical care. The McGowan government has ordered more than $15 million worth of 
clinical equipment to boost the public health system’s response to the COVID-19 crisis. On order and arriving in 
batches are 301 ventilators, 201 humidifiers, 4 000 pulse oximeters and 200 ICU beds. Equipment is being sourced 
from a range of global suppliers and will arrive in batches, with the first batch due in Perth in the coming weeks. 
The equipment will significantly enhance the ability of our medical staff to care for an expected increase in cases 
and complement a wideranging program to increase capacity across the public and private health systems. 
In Wuhan, China, a new hospital was built from the ground up in 10 days. The Western Australian version of this is 
to bring online hundreds of new beds and extra beds created through a reconfiguration of services. For example, the 
East Metropolitan Health Service has increased capacity by 185 beds by reconfiguring wards and hospital services, such 
as by temporarily transferring maternity services from Bentley Hospital to King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women 
and Armadale Health Service. Maternity services will be restored to Bentley Hospital once the COVID-19 crisis has 
passed. All these new initiatives are just the first stage of increasing capacity across the public hospital system to fight 
the COVID-19 crisis. Across the health system, all our hospitals are actively increasing capacity, with all health 
service providers working to ensure our system is best placed to take on the challenge of dealing with this pandemic. 
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